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Sb. Andrews. At the outbreak of the Crimean War
Dr. Willett joined the Medical Staff of the army, and was
for some time attached to the 65th Regiment. At the end
of the year 1855 he embarked with his regiment for the
Crimea, but, falling ill at Malta with fever, he was in-
valided home, and thus his military career was cut short.
After leaving the army Dr. Willett devoted himself to the
subject of lunacy, and in 1856 he became the resident pro-
prietor of Wyke House, his connexion with which was only
severed by death, which took place on Feb. 20th at Gunners-
bury House, whither be removed a few months since,
leaving the management of the asylum to his partner,
Dr. Murchison.

Dr. Willett was well known and very widely respected
in his neighbourhood. He was a gentleman of the best
English type, kind, generous, and hospitable. He had
been a magistrate for the county of Middlesex for some
years, and when the Local Government Act came into force
the County Council of Middlesex elected him one of its
aldermen. No private asylum stood higher in public
estimation than that over which Dr. Willett presided for so
many years, and it was well known that his patients were
treated with all that generous consideration which hospitable
Englishmen are accustomed to show towards their private
guests. Dr. Willett was an ardent sportsman, and no one
was more popular than he in the hunting field and at the
covert side. As a magistrate he knew well how to temper
justice with mercy, and his poorer neighbours all found in
him a generous friend, ever ready to help them with money
and good counsel. Dr. Willett’s loss will be very seriously
felt throughout his division of the county, for few men
were more public spirited, and none more honest or out-
spoken in the discharge of duty.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS.

A COMITIA of the College was held on the 3rd inst., the
President, Sir A. Clark, Bart., in the chair.
A communication was read from Sir Dighton Probyn,

conveying the thanks of the Prince and Princess of Wales
for the sympathy expressed by the College in their recent
bereavement.
A communication was read from the College Solici-

tors together with a statement of claim in the case of
the Royal College of Physicians v. the General Medical
Council.
A report of the delegates appointed by the Royal Colleges

to consider a letter from the Secretary for War, in reference
to the examinations for admission to the Medical Depart-
ment of the Army, was read and adopted. It recommends
the constitution of a joint committee which should appoint
examiners from time to time.
A report from the committee of management respecting

the financial arrangements for the five years’ curriculum was
adopted, and likewise one containing synopses of the ex-
aminations in Chemistry, Practical Chemistry, and Elemen-
tary Biology.

THE PROPOSED GRESHAM UNIVERSITY.

A DEPUTATION consisting of representatives of various
educational bodies, provincial and metropolitan, waited upon
Lord Salisbury at the Foreign Office on Thursday, at three
o’clock, to lay before him the reasons why, in their opinion,
the Charter of the new University, now before Parliament,
should be remitted to the Royal Commission for recon-
sideration.
Lord SPENCER, the Chancellor of the Victoria University,

introduced the deputation, stating in a few words the
grounds upon which he objected to the Charter, as at

present framed, being granted. Principal Rendall, the
Vice-Chancellor of the University, however, would place
the details before his lordship.
Principal RENDALL said their objections rested sub-

stantially upon the ground that in their opinion the power
of conferring degrees should be entrusted only to a Uni-
versity with faculties in arts and science as well as in
medicine. The speoi6e grounds of objection were the

r exceasive prominence and undue ascendancy given to the
3 medical faculty in the constitution of the proposed University.
1 The principle of the Charter had really been to conciliate
9 and consolidate the whole of the medicat opinion in London,
- and to confederate all the medical schools in the metropolis,
. great and small, and whether perfectly or imperfecbly

equipped for the teaching of science, in order to secure the
. granting of this Charter. Special provisions had been intro.
duced to give representation to the Royal Colleges and the
. Apothecaries’ Society. A University so constituted was.
, without parallel among the Universities of Great.

Britain. The degree-giving power had never been
entrusted to any purely, or even to any mainly,

medical body. Owing to the conditions of the pro.
. fession, to its restrictions, and to the high pecuniary

value attached to University degrees, thar. power had
hitherto been very carefully safeguarded. The Victoria
University was a good instance of that. Ten out of the
twelve colleges possessed no means of teaching science
beyond what was correlated to the science of medicine, and,
of these ten, one was destitute of even the means of pro.
viding the slender modicum of science required for the
University degree in Medicine. On these and other grounds
he hoped that Her Majesty would withhold approval from
the Draft Charter until it had been reconsidered in accord.
ance with the recommendations of the Royal Commission.
Mr. JOSEPH CHAMBERLAIN, M.P., said he had been

asked to appear on behalf of Mason’s and Queen’s Colleges
of Birmingham, of the medical schools of Bristol, Leeds,
Liverpool, Shef&icirc;ield, and the medical department of Owens
College, Manchester, and the representation was supported
by the Members of Parliament of the respective districts,
These bodies, he said, approved of the policy of creating a
teaching university in London, but they objected very
strongly to the Charter as it at present stood, as it would lead
to the degradation of the medical degree in Great Britain,
and seriously injure the prosperity of provincial colleges.
He alluded especially to a recent speech of Sir George
Young and a letter written and subsequently published
by Professor Erichsen, suggesting that the Council of the
new University would allow persons who possessed an

ordinary qualification in medicine to obtain the degree
on passing the final examination of the proposed Uni-
versity. It would undoubtedly take away many stu-
dents from the provincial colleges, which stood higher
than some of the colleges which were proposed to be made
constituent colleges of the new University. It would be &

strange anomaly if students could actually get a higher
degree by attending institutions where they would get a
lower education. These were the grounds on which the
provincial colleges hoped that Her Majesty’s Government
would see fib to withdraw the Charter and give its pro-
visions further consideration.
Lord DERBY appeared as Chancellor of the London Uni-

versity, though not in any official capacity, and pointed’
out some of the objections urged by that body against the
Charter.
Mr. E. H. BusK went in detail over much the same

ground.
Other speakers, among whom was Mr. Bartley, M.P.,

representing various metropolitan bodies, laid their views
before his lordship.
Lord RirON, who represented the London Society for the

Extension of University Teaching, gave an account of the
foundation of this movement sixteen years ago by Mr.
Goschen and himself. Now over 13,000 persons attended
courses in the metropolitan districts, the most of whom
were very anxious to obtain the highest education in the
country, but had no means of study except that afforded by
evening classes, and it was highly desirable to afford them
opportunity of gratifying their laudable ambition. There
was a certain number of these students who would be fully
able to pass the examination for a degree. All that they
asked in regard to this Charter was that power should be
given to the new University to recognise the University
extension system in its fullest sense, and that they should
be able, if they thought fib, to give degrees to such students.
as proved themselves worthy of them.
Lord SALISBURY thanked the deputation for the important

matter which had been placed before him with regard to
the Charter. He would not venture to express either assent
to or dissent from what he had heard, nor would he discus
it, because he was not in a position to criticise the state-
ments of those who had more knowledge in this matter



561

than himself, and because the time left at his disposal
was now very short. While thanking them for what

they had laid before him, he promised to give it most
careful consideration, so far as consideration was required
by the Government. He wished to impress upon the depu-
tation one point of great importance-that, so far as they
were concerned, this proceeding was somewhat late. He
imagined it should have been taken while the matter was
still before the Privy Council. Several times in the course of
the proceedings it had been mentioned that they should with-
draw or revoke the Charter. He spoke with submission, but
he very much doubted whether they had the power to do so.
The Charter was now before Parliament, and it lay ex-
clusively with the two Houses to say whether the Charter
shall be valid or cease to be valid. If it became valid, he
supposed it would be modified by the processes by which
such charters were usually modified. No other authority
but Parliament could interfere. Therefore, though he had
been sitting there in a position of seeming authority, he had
not, nor had his friend beside him (Lord Cranbrook), any
more authority or power beyond that of any member of the
House of Commons or of the House of Lords. No doubt
members would bear in mind what had been said. But
whatever was done, he hoped that the action would not be
of such a character as to put a stop to educational develop- I
ment and growth of this kind, and that the door would be
left open for the introduction of such improvements and ex-
tensions as would bring together all the educational power
and enthusiasm in this metropolis in the common search
after one end.
Lord SPENCER proposed a vote of thanks to the Premier,

which was accorded, and the deputation withdrew.

Medical News.
UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE.&mdash;At a congregation

held on the 25th ult. the following gentlemen received the
degrees of Bachelors of Medicine and Bachelors of Surgery:-
Sydney Kent, John Dixon Stubbs, Trinity; George Armstrong Mason,

St. John’s; Mark Robert Phipps Dorman, Clare; William Good-
enough Hawkins Bradford, Gonville and Caius; William Henry
Cantrell Shaw, Jesus ; Francis Gore Wallace, non-collegiate.

UNIVERSITY OF DUBLIN.-The following degrees
have been recently conferred :-
Bachelor in Medicine, Surgery, and Obstetrics.-Abel Onge Eastwood.
James Langton Falkner, Rudolph William Johnston, John Henry
Head, Alfred H. Holmes, James Elliott Jameson, Mark Thomas
Kelly, Edward Vincent Legge, Mark McDonald, Thomas H,ughton
Murphy, George John Peacocke, Robert Hill Shaw, Alfred Ernest
Taylor, Edwin Hotham Townsend.

Bachelor in Surgery.&mdash;Abraham William Bate.
Doctor in Medicine.&mdash;Cecil Orpin, Rudolph William Johnston.

THE SANITARY INSTITUTE.-A sessional meeting
,of the institute will be held at the Parkes Museum on
March 9th, at 8 P.M., when a, paper will be read on "The
Air and Water of London : are they deteriorating?" by
’Louis Parses, M.D., D.P.H., medical officer of health,
Chelsea. The paper will be followed by a discussion.
HOSPITAL FOR CONSUMPTION, BROMPTON.-A quar-

terly court of governors of this useful charity was held at
the hospital on the 25th ult., Mr. T. P. Beckwith in the chair.
’The Committee of Management, in their report, regretted
that the whole of the 321 beds in the two buildings had not
been continuously occupied, the return of the influenza
epidemic having rendered it necessary to reserve seven large
wards, into which any patients attacked were at once
transferred and isolated from the others. This for some
weeks prevented many admissions, but, owing to the subsi-
dence of the epidemic, the beds kept vacant were now being
rapidly filled up. A donation of 100 guineas had been
received to name a memorial bed, as also a gratuity of
6545 9s. from the Hospital Saturday Fund. Dr. Kingston
Fowler (senior assistant physician) had been appointed
physician, in place of Dr. Fred. Roberts, whose resignation,
from pressure of other engagements, had been received with
sincere regret, and who in recognition of his long and
valuable services was appointed consulting physician.
’Several bequests were announced. The number of patients
admitted since Nov. 26th was 386; discharged, many greatly
benefited, 316 ; died, 94; new out-patient cases, 3325. The
- report was adopted.

UNSTAMPED MEDICINES.&mdash;At West Bromwich a
iruggist was this week summoned by the Inland Revenue
authorities for selling on five different occasions patent
medicines which were unstamped. He was fined 40.

PRESENTATION.-Dr. Wm. Main of The Park,
New Ferry, Birkenhead, who is about to leave the district,
has been presented by his friends and the inhabitants with,
an illuminated address and a purse containing 180.
SWINE FEVER AT SYDENHAM.&mdash; The Board of

Agriculture have had notification of a severe outbreak of
swine fever in Sydenham. Out of a herd of twenty-two
animals, six have been attacked and one has succumbed to
the disease. The whole herd will have to be destroyed.

SMALL-POX AT DEWSBURY.&mdash;About fifty patients
are reported to be suffering from small pox in the infectious
hospital at Dewsbury. The General Purposes Committee .

of the Dewsbury Town Council have adopted a recommen-
dation of the Sanitary Committee that the use of part of
the mansion ab Crow Nest Park should be granted during
the prevailing epidemic as a temporary home for con-

valescent patients.
NEWSVENDORS’ BENEVOLENT AND PROVIDENT IN-

STITUTION.&mdash;At the annual general meeting, held at the
Memorial Hall, E.C., Feb. 2nd, it was unanimously
resolved :-" That the best thanks of this meeting are due
to the proprietors, editors, and reporters of the daily and
weekly press for the generous support and publicity afforded
to the affairs of this society." Sir Algernon Borthwick,
Bart., M.P., who was recently elected president of this
institution, has consented. to preside at the annual festival,
to be held at the Hotel M&eacute;hropole, on Saturday, May 21st,
supported by a dir3tiriguizkhed company.
GREAT NORTHERN CENTRAL HOSPITAL. - The

annual meeting of the governors was held at the hospital,
Holloway-road, last week. Mr. C. T. Murdoch, M.P.,
presided. The report for the past year showed an increase
in the number of in-patients and a very large addition to
the out-patients over the previous year, the largest aggre-
gate of patients ever treated in one year. The expenditure
exceeded the year’s income by &pound;1104 12s. 4oL There was
now in hand, for the completion of the buildings, &pound;3000,
and a legacy of the same amount would be shortly paid.
The estimated cost of the work was &pound;20,000. The report
was adopted.
ROYAL FREE HOSPITAL.&mdash;The work of this

charity during the past year has been carried on with great
success, and, with one exception, its financial position, the
annual report is highly satisfactory. The in-patients
numbered during the year 1886, while 12,847 out-patients
and 7878 casualty cases received the benefits of the hospital.
The cash statement showed an adverse balance, amounting
to &pound;3280. To meet the current expenses, a portion of the
invested funds had been utilised. The appeal up to the
present for :S20,COO, to enable the front of the hospital to be
entirely rebuilt, had produced about half that sum. The
reconstruction of the drainage and provision against fire
were now completed. The committee are applying for a
charter of incorporation, and a draft charter had been
approved.
THE EAST LONDON HOSPITAL FOR CHILDREN.-

The thirteenth anniversary dinner of this deserving charity
was held in the Whitehall Room of the Hotel Metropole
on Feb. 24th, at 7 P.M. The Right Hon. Lord Carrington,
G.C.M. G., presided, and a large number of ladies and gentle-
men were present. After the usual loyal toasts had been
given, the chairman proposed " Success to the Hospital," and
referred in some detail to the wasting of the institution and
the way in which the funds were applied. Mr. Charles
Cheston, who has made a most efficient chairman of the
Board of Management for more than five years, replied in
an able speech. Mr. Spencer Charrington, M.P., proposed
the board of management, and Mr. H. W. Trender replied.
Mr. Stanley Dent read an account of the financial condition
of the hospital. Mr. W. H. Battle replied on behalf of the
medical staff, a toast proposed by Mr. E. S. Norris, MP.
Mr. Cowell, a consulting surgeon, proposed the Chairman.
During the evening Mr. S. Whitford, the secretary, stated
that &pound;334 had been subscribed towards a convalescent
home, &pound;121 towards the building fund, and &pound;1500 towards
the maintenance fund of the hospital.


